
Frankford Northeast Philadelphia Rotary Club

Frankford-Philadelphia Rotary Club started the Annual Sports Banquet more than 35 years ago and the merged Frankford-Northeast Philadelphia 
Rotary Club has continued this tradition in partnership with the Northeast Times, which has made it possible for this great event to continue,

drawing on the talent of its sports department and advertising department to provide public recognition for deserving athletes.

Sister Francesca, past president and current honorary 
member, receiving the Rotary Volunteer Leadership Award 
from the Frankford-Northeast Philadelphia Rotary Club. The 
award, given as a surprise at a recent club meeting, recog-
nizes her 32 years of leadership as President of Holy Family 
University serving this region, but also cites her leadership 
with international projects building good will and peace, 
which are Rotary values and goals.

Directors of the Frankford-Northeast Philadelphia Rotary 
Club, left to right: Sergeant-at-Arms Russ Urzi; Past Presi-
dent Tom Finnegan; President for 2013-14 and 2014-15 Dr. 
Mary Lee Brady; Secretary Joe Cohill; Past President Te-
resa Grumbrecht; Past President Margaret Kelly; and Annual 
Sports Banquet Chair Chris Hess. Not shown: Past Presi-
dent Chuck Killian and Treasurer Joe Lyons.

What is Rotary?
Rotary is the world’s premier service organization 
consisting of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, and com-
munity leaders who come together to achieve world 
understanding and peace by fostering attitudes and 
taking actions that create positive, lasting change in 
our local communities and globally.  

What makes us different? 
·1 We see differently:  Our differing occupations, cul-
tures, and countries give us a multidisciplinary perspec-
tive that helps us view challenges in unique ways.
·2 Our shared passion for service helps us accomplish 
the remarkable. 
·3 We think differently: We apply leadership and exper-
tise to social issues—and fi nd unique solutions.
·4 We act responsibly: Our passion and perseverance 
create lasting change.
·5 We make a difference at home and around the world.

How do we work?
Our impact starts with our members. Their efforts are 
supported by Rotary International, our member associa-
tion, and The Rotary Foundation, which turns generous 
donations into grants that fund the work of our mem-
bers and partners around the world. Rotary is led by 
our members—responsible leaders who help to carry 
forward our organization's mission and values, includ-
ing The Four-Way Test:  Is it the Truth? Is It Fair to 
All Concerned? Will It Build Good Will and Better 
Friendships? Is It Benefi cial to All Concerned? 

How did we get here?
We've been making history and bringing our world clos-
er together since forming in 1905.  We've taken on some 
of the world's toughest challenges and helped a wide 

range of international and service 
organizations—from the 

UN to Easter Seals—
get started.  Today, 

we are known glob-
ally for our Global 
Polio Eradication 
Initiative, part-
nering with the 
World Health 
Organization, 
the U.S. Centers 

for Disease Con-
trol and Preven-

tion, and UNICEF.  
We are close to wip-

ing out polio and have 

expanded our vision to include AIDS and other commu-
nicable diseases.

How do we use our funds?
Through the Rotary Foundation, to which Rotarians con-
tribute annually, we support scholarships, international 
student exchange and study programs, literacy, educa-
tion, water and sanitation, and provide micro-fi nance to 
small enterprises, especially those that support women. 
Locally, Rotary clubs support their communities. The 
Frankford-Northeast Philadelphia Rotary Club awards 
scholarships to students at various schools annually.  It 
makes donations to other non-profi ts, for example, this 
year to the Sunshine Foundation.  It has supported lo-
cal literacy or outreach projects to the poor and margin-
alized, and contributed to disaster relief.  Annually it 
seeks qualifi ed high school students to sponsor to attend 
RYLA, the Rotary Youth Leadership Activity sponsored 
by Rotary District 7450 in Valley Forge.

Impact through the Five Avenues 
of Service
Rotary has traditionally organized its activities under 
Four Avenues of Service: Club, Community, Interna-
tional and Vocational, which advocates high ethical 
standards in business.  The missing Avenue of Service 
that has been added in recent years is New Generations.  
This focuses on Rotary clubs for youth in three age cat-
egories:  Rotaract for those 18-30 years old during their 
career development years; Interact, the high school-level 
club for ages 12-18 who want to connect with others in 
their community or school, and Early Act for those in 
grade school. 
Frankford-Northeast Philadelphia Rotary has sponsored 
a new Interact Club at New Foundations High School, 
and is sponsoring the application of students at Arch-
bishop Ryan High School who want an Interact Club at 
Ryan.
Interact club members have fun while carrying out 
service projects and learning about the world. Interact 
clubs organize at least two service projects a year: one 
that benefi ts their community and one that encourages 
international understanding. While Interact clubs receive 
guidance from individual Rotary clubs, they govern and 
support themselves.

How Can You Participate in Interact?
Follow Interact on Facebook and visit Interact’s You-
Tube channel to see what Interact clubs are doing around 
the world.  If you want an Interact Club at your school, 
call Margaret Kelly at Holy Family University (267-
341-3651).
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